Tartan Trophy at Prestwick SC
There was a festival of fine open sea sailing at Prestwick for the 2009 Tartan Trophy, the handicap event held in aid of the John Merricks Sailing Trust on May 3/ 4. Sponsors www.tartanmarine.co.uk, Fotoboat, SailJuice and Cormack Associates and sailors alike were delighted with a weekend of sunshine, good winds and some of the best waves seen anywhere. The race team rang the changes, using all three course shapes of trapezoid, triangles and windward leewards. 
The first race was sailed on a trapezoid course in 18mph winds, and Stuart Gibson and Gavin Berry were first to find their sea legs to win, with local sailor Neil Beveridge taking second place. Fellow local Stuart Glover took the second race in his Finn, while another Finn sailor, David Harcourt stepped up to take the third race. In the last race, Gibson and Berry became the first team to add a second win to lead overnight. 
Sunday brought changeable breezes. Youth sailor Jessica Campbell, whose sailing over the last year has been greatly helped by sponsorship by the John Merricks Sailing Trust, had the honour of being the first starter in the pursuit race, and she had the chance to carve out some distance before the faster boats gave chase. Soon Gibson and Berry separated themselves from the other Albacores/ Finns, and started to make up ground, while the faster boats behind failed to progress as the breeze softened. Gibson and Berry duly took the race, with Glover second in his Finn. 
In the last race a new brisk breeze moved in from the SW. Gibson and Berry had to retire with a broken kicking strap, but their consistent scoring in the first five races gave them 2009 Tartan Trophy comfortably. Dave Harcourt took the last race with locals Neil Beveridge second and Stuart Glover third. On the overall points, Stuart Glover took second ahead of Beveridge. First Lady was Jude Baird, crewed by Fred Fuller, in a Laser 2 from Loch Ryan, while Jessica Campbell, from Annandale, sailing a Topper, was First Youth.  

Councillor Margaret Toner gave out a generous range of prizes from the sponsors. The event raised £200 for the John Merricks Sailing Trust. 
Results

1. Stuart Gibson & Gavin Berry, Albacore, Strathclyde Loch/ CCC, 9pts

2. Stuart Glover. Finn, Prestwick, 13.5pts

3. Neil Beveridge, RS300, Prestwick, 13.5pts

4. David Harcourt, Finn, Dalgety Bay, 19pts

5. Crawford Reid & Izzy Martin, Albacore, 23pts.

